
©2009 by Shyh-Fang Ueng.

All rights reserved. Short sections of text, not to exceed two paragraphs, may be quoted without explicit

permission provided that full credit, including ©notice, is given to the source.

TCER Working Paper Series

ON THE ENTERPRISE OF SELF-ESTABLISHMENT

Shyh-Fang Ueng

November 2009

Working Paper E-15

http://tcer.or.jp/wp/pdf/e15.pdf

TOKYO CENTER FOR ECONOMIC RESEARCH
1-7-10-703 Iidabashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0072, Japan



Abstract

The evolutionary interests of father and son are eternally intertwined. Their trust in and
concern for each other is natural. However, fathers across cultures complain that their
sons do not listen to them, while their sons lament their lack of understanding. This
paper illustrates a rational mechanism that results in this contradiction. It studies the
interactive dynamics of a pair of an ordinary father and son. The son aspires to
achievements and expects the father’s good judgment; the father enjoys the son’s
success and suffers with his failure. It is shown that these ordinary properties suffice to
generate a steady-state where the son, on average, consults outsiders more often.
Interest bond gives no advantage to parental guidance over outsiders’ endorsement in
influencing the son’s decisions. To enhance the father-and-son partnership, a father may
transmit suggestions via trustworthy outsiders so that his useful advice can go around
the son’s disappointment with him and get a proper listening.
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